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[bookmark: _Toc457558632][bookmark: _Toc457662308]Introduction

Introduction states the objectives of the work and provide an adequate background, avoiding a detailed literature survey or a summary of the results. It should be meant to get the reader closer to the subject and stimulate his/her interest to go on reading the dissertation.
Introduction should shortly describe:
· The subject of the dissertation and the most debated issues around the subject
World fruit production evidenced deep changes in the last century: number and typologies of farms producing fruit, farms’ organization and marketing channels, plant varieties and species, places of production has been showing a complete restructuring after the Second World War. Markets globalization and logistic improvement have completely changed the way competition is brought on. Together with consumers’ changing attitudes and behavior, a real “revolution” in the world fruit system can be described….. (continue)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The general objective of the dissertation
In the light of the above mentioned changes, the general objective of the dissertation is to understand how fruit farm have changed their production organization and marketing strategies by means of a direct-survey on a sample of fruit farms in Tuscany.
· How the dissertation is structured, that is the “logic” of the dissertation 
This dissertation will be organised as follows: chapter one will present the evolution of fruit world production, an analysis mainly carried out on FAOStat available information. The second chapter will focus on the situation in Tuscany: drawing from the last data of Istat Agricultural Census, a picture of fruit production and fruit farms’ characteristics will be provided. The third chapter will analyze how fruit production in Tuscany is marketed, and how marketing channels have been subject to strong change in the latest years. Chapter four will introduce objectives and methodology of the dissertation, while chapter five will be devoted to the results obtained from a direct survey on a sample of fruit farms in Tuscany. Conclusions will contain the main results obtained by the direct survey.
· aknowledgements
I would wish to acknowledge the contribution made by the following in preparing this dissertation: Mr…
[bookmark: _Toc457558633]
 start a new page for each chapter
[bookmark: _Toc457662309]1) Literature review 

Xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x Example of bibliographic reference in the text  (Busch and Bain, 2004; Henson and Reardon, 2005; Marescotti, 2010). xxxxxx  xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx (Gereffi, 1994; Gereffi, et al., 2005)  when the Authors are more than three, quote only the first Author followed by “et al.” as in the following example, xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx . 
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[bookmark: _Toc457558638][bookmark: _Toc457662314]3.1) Characteristics and evolution of fruit farms in Tuscany
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Xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxxx  co-regulation[footnoteRef:1]  example of reference of a footnote xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx (fig.3.1)  example of a quotation of a figure. [1:  Example of footnote: Co-regulation refers to a theoretical approach aimed at integrating a set of different tools by coordinating the flexibility of private quality standards to compulsory public ones (Garcia Martinez et al., 2007). OR According to some scholars (Casati, 1990; Becattini, 1991 and 1993; Girolami, 1996) co-regulation refers to ….; on the contrary, other scholars (Giau, 1980; Costato, Benedetti and Savonarola, 1991) maintain that co-regulation ….] 
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Example of figure: 
Fig.3.1 – Production of fruit in Italy, years 1992-1996, index number basis 1990/91 = 100 
Please note that all figures must be numbered and quoted in text. Numbering must be different from the one used for tables. Figures should be numbered separately for each chapter. In this chapter: figures 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, etc.). Titles should be complete and clear about the contents. A title with “Fruit in Italy” would not be sufficient for the reader to understand the contents

[bookmark: _948533923][bookmark: _Hlt435419841]Please note that tables (tables are all those objects with rows and columns…) and figures (included charts, diagrams, schemes, etc.) should be understood by readers independently from the text. In other words, tables and figures should contain (in the title, source, etc.) all information useful to read and understand their meaning.
All tables and figures have to be quoted in text, and must be useful to let the reader better understand the text and/or show information otherwise difficult to describe by writing. To put it in other words, they must be useful for something, and not be redundant.
Source: direct survey

xxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx[footnoteRef:2].  example of reference of a footnote [2:  Example of footnote: The ISTAT Census of Agriculture does not analyze farms with less than 1 ha of Utilized Agricultural Surface (ISTAT, 2010). OR The issue has been deeply analyzed by Bellon (1989), Di Sandro (1990 and 1993), and Becattini (1990).] 
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[bookmark: _Toc457662318]4.1) Objectives
Describe the general objective and detail into specific objectives. Clarify the research questions which the survey aims at answering. The reader must be able to understand the importance of the dissertation work. The importance may be due to the fact that the issue is still relatively unexplored, and/or the methodology used in the dissertation has never been applied before, and/or the results are particularly important to take policy decisions, and in general for any other reason deemed valid. The reader should be encouraged to continue reading ...

A general objective may be the following: 
· An analysis of the evolution of fruit production in Tuscany

A specific objective may be the following:
· understand how farms are adapting their production to the rise of mass distribution firms and what are the consequences on farm profitability
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[bookmark: _Toc457662319]4.2) Methodology
A particular attention should be paid to illustrating the methodology used for achieving the objectives of the dissertation. 
Methodology refers to the description of the source of information used, how it was collected and elaborated, and the advantages and limits of the methodology. The following are some of the most important topic to tackle in this paragraph:
· Information available on the specific issue
· Selection of the sources and decision on how to collect information
· Official statistical sources and/or direct inquiry
· In the case of direct survey, how the sample was chosen
· Description of the questionnaires
· Nature and quality of data used
· Methods of data elaboration
· Advantages and limits of the methodology
[bookmark: _Toc457558641] start a new page for each chapter
[bookmark: _Toc457662320]5) The results of the direct survey 

[bookmark: _Toc457558642][bookmark: _Toc457662321]5.1) The evolution of production in the selected farms

Xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx
Xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxx xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx

[bookmark: _Toc457558643][bookmark: _Toc457662322]5.2) The evolution of marketing channels in the selected farms

Xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxx x xxxxxx  xxx (tab.5.1).


Example of table: 
Tab.5.1 – Surfaces and production of fruit in Italy, years 2014-2016 
(Please note that tables must be numbered and quoted in text. Tables should be numbered separately for each chapter. In this chapter: tables 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, etc.). Titles should be complete and clear about the contents. A title with “Fruit in Italy” would not be sufficient for the reader to understand the contents
	
	Surfaces (ha)*
	Production (tons/ha)

	
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2014
	2015
	2016

	North 
	13,3
	14,7
	15,3
	61
	75
	81

	Centre
	13,7
	14,4
	16,7
	59
	56
	60

	South 
	15,5
	15,8
	15,9
	59
	60
	62

	Italy
	13,6
	14,9
	15,7
	60
	68
	74


* Specific notes to the table should be put under the table, and NOT in a footnote. 
General notes can be put under the table (before the Source) as follows 
Note: statistical information in the table have been elaborated on the basis of Kerenz standard procedure. 
Source: National Institute of Agricultural Statistics 
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Conclusions should first shortly recall the general context of the analysis, and then report the main results obtained by the research, checking if the objectives have been achieved. Results should be accompanied by the Author’s personal comments and considerations. 
By reading Conclusions, the reader should:
· Have a synthesis of the contents of the dissertation 
· Understand Author’s opinions on the subject
· Assess to what extent the Author’s work is original and useful
· Draw useful implications
· Gather new ideas to further deepen the subject
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